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another, been inefficient. Moreover, the great attempt in
the Fourteenth Amendment to place the ordinary social,
civil, and political rights of the negro, and necessarily, there-
fore, of every one else, under the cegis of the Federal govern-
ment, Federal courts, and Federal legislation, has been nulli-
fied; first, by court decision, and later, if we may trust the
signs of the times, by contemporary public opinion. The
only thing that remains is that the States cannot make laws
which, on their face, are discriminations against the negro,
or in social matters against any other race; and in political
matters, the Fifteenth Amendment has proved effective to
render null State laws which on their face are designed to
restrict or deny their equal right of suffrage.

Legislation concerning labor, the industrial condition, and
contract rights of the negro, such as the peonage laws, we
have considered in an earlier chapter; both State and na-
tional laws exist, and the Thirteenth Amendment, being self-
executing, has proved effective. Under the Fifteenth Amend-
ment there is little political legislation, except the effort in
Southern States by educational or property qualifications,
and most questionably by the so-called "grandfather clause/'
to exclude most negroes from the right of suffrage. Laws
imposing property and educational qualifications are, of
course, valid, although designed to have the effect of exclud-
ing a large proportion of the negroes from voting; laws, on
the other hand, which give a permanent right of suffrage to
the descendants of a certain class, as of those voters, all
white, who were entitled to vote in Southern States in the
year 1861, are probably unconstitutional as establishing an
hereditary privileged class, though there has as yet been no
square decision on this point by the Supreme Court of the
United States. But as there is no further legislation on
these subjects, to pursue the matter further would carry us
into constitutional law.

In the third field, that of social legislation, there has been
a vast number of laws, first by Congress with the intention,